
SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
FEBRUARY 20, 2022

Some tips for our time together:

1. Please mute your Zoom feed. There will be moments for you to share as you feel led at which point you can
unmute.

2. As is typical, the singing and bold print are for communal response.  Caroline and Dave will be unmuted
and be the “out-loud” voice of the people.  We invite you to sing and say the words aloud along with them
where you are while muted.

3. Follow along in the bulletin on a separate device (e.g. phone)
4. We aren’t sure, but it might make sense to switch back and forth between the ‘gallery’ and ‘active speaker’

modes. Perhaps utilizing active speaker mode for the reading of scripture, homily/sharing, and prayers of
the people, while using gallery for the rest.

5. Create sacred space. Find symbols of the faith—cross, candles, Bible, bowl of water,  icons—to put on a
table near you during this time.

6. Asterisks in the bulletin indicate where the congregation is invited to stand.



GATHERING

CALL TO WORSHIP* - Uyai Mose (A. Gondo)

Uyai mose, Come all you people,
tinamate Mwari, come and praise your Maker,
Uyai mose, come all you people,
tinamate Mwari, come and praise your Maker,
Uyai mose, come all you people,
tinamate Mwari, come and praise your Maker,
Uyai mose zvino. Come now and worship the Lord.

Come all you people, Come, all you people,
come and praise the Savior, come and praise the Spirit,
come all you people, come, all you people,
come and praise the Savior, come and praise the Spirit,
come all you people, come all you people,
come and praise the Savior, come and praise the Spirit,
come now and worship the Lord. come now and worship the Lord.

OPENING PRAYER (Voices Together)

You who open doors and dismantle barriers,
open our hearts to praise you,
that we might live the full truth of who you are,
that we might live as neighbors and friends
no longer strangers and enemies;
open our hearts to the transforming power of your love,
that we might forgive and reconcile,
making peace and learning war no more,
that we might be your people,
one body in one Spirit,
to tell your grace to all the world.
We pray in the name of the One
who walked among us
as brother and friend. Amen.

SONG - Thy Mercy, My God (J. Stocker/S. McCracken)

Thy mercy, my God, Thy mercy is more
is the theme of my song, than a match for my heart,
the joy of my heart which wonders to feel
and the boast of my tongue; its own hardness depart;
thy free grace alone, dissolved by thy goodness,
from the first to the last, I fall to the ground,
hath won my affections, and weep to the praise
and bound my soul fast. of the mercy I’ve found.



Without thy sweet mercy Great Father of mercies,
I could not live here; thy goodness I own,
sin would reduce me and the covenant love
to utter despair, of thy crucified Son;
but, through thy free goodness, All praise to the Spirit,
my spirits revive, whose whisper divine,
and he that first made me seals mercy, and pardon,
still keeps me alive. and righteousness mine.

SONG - Kyrie Eleison (D. Reindorf)

Kyrie eleison. Lord, have mercy.
Kyrie eleison. Lord, have mercy.
Kyrie eleison. Lord, have mercy.
Kyrie eleison. Lord, have mercy.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (adapted from Rev. Renee Jackson)

God of mercy and grace,
you come to us in Jesus of Nazareth
to break down the dividing walls of hostility between us:
yet we maintain walls that separate and isolate.
You give us the ministry of reconciliation:
yet we nurse our wounds
and withhold mercy and forgiveness.
You ask us to acknowledge and share our wealth:
yet we refuse to recognize
and relieve the poverty around us.
You bless our lives with boundless love:
yet we fail to share that love
with both friend and enemy.
Forgive us, God,
that being so loved by you,
we can risk loving too.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

Friends, believe the good news of the Gospel:
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.

PASSING OF THE PEACE

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.



SONG - There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy (Faber)

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy For the love of God is broader
like the wideness of the sea. than the measure of our mind,
There’s a kindness in God’s justice and the heart of the eternal
which is more than liberty. is most wonderfully kind.
There’s a welcome for the sinner If our love were but more simple
and more graces for the good. we should take Christ at his word,
There is mercy with the Savior, and our lives would be thanksgiving
there is healing in his blood. in the goodness of the Lord.

There’s no place where earthen sorrow
is felt more than in heav’n.
There’s no place where earthly failings
have forgiveness freely giv’n.
But we make God’s love too narrow
by false limits of our own,
and we magnify its strictness
with a zeal God will not own.

WORD

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON - Genesis 45:3-11, 15

Joseph said to his brothers, ‘I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?’ But his brothers could not answer him,
so dismayed were they at his presence.

Then Joseph said to his brothers, ‘Come closer to me.’ And they came closer. He said, ‘I am your brother
Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. And now do not be distressed, or angry with yourselves, because
you sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve life. For the famine has been in the land these
two years; and there are five more years in which there will be neither ploughing nor harvest. God sent
me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. So it
was not you who sent me here, but God; he has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house
and ruler over all the land of Egypt. Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, “Thus says your son
Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not delay. You shall settle in the land
of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your children and your children’s children, as well as your
flocks, your herds, and all that you have. I will provide for you there—since there are five more years of
famine to come—so that you and your household, and all that you have, will not come to poverty.” And
he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and after that his brothers talked with him.

GOSPEL LESSON* - Luke 6:27-38

“But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse
you, pray for those who abuse you. If anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also; and from
anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold even your shirt. Give to everyone who begs from you;
and if anyone takes away your goods, do not ask for them again. Do to others as you would have them
do to you. “If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who
love them. If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do



the same. If you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners
lend to sinners, to receive as much again. But love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing
in return. Your reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High; for he is kind to the
ungrateful and the wicked. Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.

“Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive,
and you will be forgiven; give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken
together, running over, will be put into your lap; for the measure you give will be the measure you get
back.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SERMON - Pastor Aaron

RESPONSE

SONG - O Day of Peace (C. Daw)

O day of peace that dimly shines Then shall the wolf dwell with the lamb,
through all our hopes and prayers and dreams; nor shall the fierce devour the small;
guide us to justice, truth, and love, as beasts and cattle calmly graze,
delivered from our selfish schemes. a little child shall lead them all.

May swords of hate fall from our hands, Then enemies shall learn to love,
our hearts from envy find release, all creatures find their true accord;
till by God's grace our warring world the hope of peace shall be fulfilled,
shall see Christ's promised reign of peace. for all the earth shall know the Lord.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE/LORD’S PRAYER

Refrain:
Make me an instrument of your peace.
Make me an instrument of your peace.

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace:
where there is hatred, let me sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;
where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;
where there is sadness, joy.

Refrain

O divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek
to be consoled as to console,



to be understood as to understand,
to be loved as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive,
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned,
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.

Refrain

OFFERING
(To give online, visit rescov.org/give)

DOXOLOGY*

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
praise God all creatures here below;
praise God above, ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION

SENDING

SONG* - Lord, I Want to Be a Christian (trad. African American Spiritual)

Lord, I want to be a Christian Lord, I want to be like Jesus
in my heart, in my heart. in my heart, in my heart.
Lord, I want to be a Christian in my heart. Lord, I want to be like Jesus in my heart.
In my heart, in my heart, In my heart, in my heart,
Lord, I want to be a Christian in my heart. Lord, I want to be like Jesus in my heart.

Lord, I want to be more loving
in my heart, in my heart.
Lord, I want to be more loving in my heart.
In my heart, in my heart,
Lord, I want to be more loving in my heart.

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION*


