Hi my friends,
I will truly miss our time together each Sunday morning, but
while we are apart, I hope you can still have some fun learning
about God’s love for you and all people. We are going to take a
break from leaning about virtues and look instead at the Bible
stories that the whole church is considering.
There is a coloring sheet for you and some activity options.
I hope you can have some fun and share a picture or a video of your
activity time on social media, or in person when we see each other
in a few weeks.
Love and Peace,
Pastor Kyle

March 14, 2020 – Water, water everywhere!
This week we are back in the Old Testament, before Jesus was born. A couple weeks ago we
learned about Jesus in the wilderness with very little food and water to drink. Turns out, this
story is like a prequel to that story!
Activity #1
Let’s think about all the ways we see and use water!
Take a clear Tupperware container and fill it half-way with water. Make a separate bowl of
stones, pebbles, or marbles (or some other object that will sink in water). For each item added
to the list as described below, the person who says it gets to drop or place a rock in the water.
Take a blank sheet of paper and make two columns. Write “Places” at the top on one column,
and “Uses” at the top of the other. In the “Places” column list as many natural and man-made
locations and containers of water (i.e. lakes, rivers, pools, water bottles, pipes, water fountain,
glaciers etc.). Remember to drop or place a rock in the water for each place. If you want to get
really creative, make up a phrase, cheer, or ritual for each rock added to the water.
We are blessed to see water so many places!
Next, list all the “Uses” for water and add more rocks to the water. For example, washing,
drinking, swimming, water skiing, making energy, feeding plants, etc.
We are so blessed to have such many uses for such an abundant substance!
Questions:
Imagine if you didn’t see or use water for two days. How would you feel?
What might you say to those you were with?
Read the story
Intro:
In this story, God’s people were in the wilderness with very little food or water. God had
recently freed them from Egypt where they had been forced to do hard work for no money.
They were traveling from place to place and sometimes they did not see much water. They
were thirsty, and a little bit angry. Eventually they got angry with their leader, Moses. They
were also mad at someone else. See if you can figure out who.
For Older kids: Read Exodus 17:1-7
For Younger Kids: Read the paraphrase of Exodus 17:1-7

God’s people, the Israelites, were on a long journey in the wilderness, kind of like a camping
trip. They had been forced to work in Egypt for years and had gotten too used to depending on
their oppressor for food and water. Now they had to learn to depend on God.
God had saved them from a giant army in the Red Sea, and God had fed them with a mysterious
food called “Manna.” But they still had more to learn.
They had been traveling all day. When they arrived at a new place to set up camp they were
thirsty. They looked around and could not see any water to drink. No Steam, no lake, no spring,
no puddles – NOTHING!
They smacked their dry lips and said to Moses, “Give us water to drink.”
Moses was puzzled and asked, “Why are you picking a fight with me? Why are you testing
whether God will care for you or not?”
But God’s people complained even more, “Why are we here with no water, Moses? Why would
you lead us from Egypt, which was next to a giant river, to kill us from thirst in this place? Is God
going to care for us or not?” Some of the people looked really angry and they stared hard at
Moses.
Moses was stressed, so he had a chat with God. “What do you want me to do with these
complainers, God? I’m getting nervous they will beat me up soon.”
Then God said to Moses, “I know, they are slow to learn but I can’t stop loving them and caring
for them. I’ll prove it! Take some of the most respected members from the people with you on
a short journey. Don’t forget to bring your staff, the same staff you used to make the river in
Egypt undrinkable.”
Moses was curious to see what God would do. Why did God want him to bring his staff?
Moses and a bunch of the Israelites arrived at a big rock formation. “Great,” thought one of the
Israelites, “We need water and you and God have led us to a bunch of rocks!”
Then God spoke to Moses and said, “Raise your staff and strike it hard against the rocks!”
Moses was puzzled but he trusted God just the same. He wound up and swung his staff with a
great “Oomph!” He and all the people were amazed to see water start to flow out from the
cracks in the rocks. They grabbed their buckets and filled them up, drink some for themselves,
and taking lots back to the rest of the people.
They were all so excited and tried to think up exciting names for the place. Then Moses, who
had not forgotten how the people had treated him, made a suggestion. “I think we should call it
Quarreling.” The people felt convicted, “Oh yeah, God lovingly provided even when we were so
rude. Let’s call it Quarreling so maybe we wont forget and complain so much in the future.”

Reflection Questions:
• Describe how the people felt at the beginning of the story. How did they feel at the end
of the story?
• The people did not expect to see water come out of the rocks. Describe a time you
witnessed something good come from an unexpected place.
• Who are you most like in this story? How?
• What do we learn about God from this story?
Reflection:
Water covers so much of the earth. It is in oceans, rivers, lakes, and it is even underground. It
turns out that water can actually be found in rock formations like in this story, you just need
to know where to look and how to hit the rocks to release it.
God has blessed this creation with an abundant amount of water. But all the water in the
world cannot compare to the amount of love God has for us and our world. God feeds us and
keeps us hydrated with this abundant creation out of God’s abundant love.
Hundreds of years later when Jesus was on earth telling people about God’s love, he told a
certain woman that he was like living water – water that would keep a person from ever
thirsting again (you can read about it in John 4:5–42). Jesus was talking about the source of
the water itself – God’s abundant love.
We will never stop needing water. We will never stop being thirsty. But what if, with every
sip of water we took, we always remembered how God has filled the earth with water to
keep us alive? What if every sip, every one of our many uses of water, was a reminder of
God’s love?
I think if we always had a hydrated sense of God’s love and care for us, we would feel a
constant sense of love. It would become so obvious that would it never go away. I think that
deep and constant feeling of love was what Jesus was talking about in John’s Gospel. God’s
love is abundant and useful like water!
Activity #2
Take a cup with a lid and straw, or a sippy cup and fill it with cold water. Using any media you
want, make a rock shape to put on top of the lid and have the straw come through the rock. (For
example, Play Doh, colored paper cut out, Legos, etc). Now come up with a phrase to write on
the rock formation surrounding the straw to remember God’s love with each sip. (Examples:
“Sipping on Love,” “Hydrated with Love.”)
Activity #3
Produce a video telling of this story. Act it out yourself or use Lego figures, dolls, or sock puppets
to bring the story to life. Consider making a backdrop and props. Assign parts of dialogue to
members of your family. If you have it, use iMovie or the like to edit all the parts together. Share
your video on Rescov social media if you can. Get creative and have fun!

