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The season of  Epiphany begins on January 6th after the 12 days of  Christmas. 
Epiphany (meaning “appearance” or “manifestation”) celebrates the coming of  the 
Magi to worship Jesus, the Light of  the world, after his birth.  In doing so, the Magi 
became the first Gentiles to identify Jesus as King.  It serves as a marker for the 
inclusivity of  the Gospel for all people.  The stars that hang from the front of  the 
sanctuary reminds us of  the that star that first called the Magi to Jesus and calls us 
to worship the Light of  the world that has come into our midst and called all 
people to worship that Light.

WORSHIP NOTES: 
• Welcome!  If  you would like to find out more about our community or speak with 

one of  the pastors, please email Pastor Aaron at aaron@rescov.org. 
• Children are welcomed and encouraged to join us in the worship service. We 

provide a nursery for infants on the main floor and childcare for toddlers in the 
basement for the duration of  worship.  

• Pre-K Activities: Following the Passing of  the Peace, Pre-school through 
Kindergarten aged children are invited to line up in the Narthex for class 
lasting until communion.  

• “What Child Is This?” is a hymn text by nineteenth-century Anglican laymen 
William C. Dix. The other text he is known for—“As with Gladness Men of  
Old”—is sung to the tune DIX, named after him (most often the tune associated 
with “For the Beauty of  the Earth”). 

• “The Lord Is My Light” is a song from the Taize community of  France. Taize is an 
intentionally ecumenical and global community committed to the work of  
reconciliation and peace. Because of  this global vision, the worship resources they 
create are often simple, repetitive refrains that can be sung in many different 
languages to increase participation. 

• The bulletin art is an untitled work from 1900 by German-American illustrator J. C. 
Leyendecker. As is customary in liturgical art, the Magi are depicted as three people  
(though they are never numbered in the biblical narrative) of  three different 
ethnicities and ages to represent all the nations coming to Jesus, “the light to 
enlighten the nations.” Traditionally, they are even given names: Caspar, Melchior, 
and Balthasar.

Epiphany 



6 January 2019                          Feast of  the Epiphany

GATHERING 

Call to Worship* 
 Christ manifested in the flesh, 
 Christ revealed in the spirit. 
      Praise our Savior, all you nations! 
 Christ contemplated by the angels, 
 Christ worshiped by the Magi. 
      Praise our Savior, all you nations! 
 Christ exalted in glory, 
 Christ the eternal mystery of  God. 
     Praise our Savior, all you nations! 

-Worship Sourcebook  

Song* 
 Arise, Shine! 
   Your Glory Appears 

Prayer of  Adoration and Thanksgiving 
 God of  mystery and light, 
 you hold the whole world in your hand. 
 So we give you our great praise 
 that in Jesus Christ all people may see your glory 
 and come to your light. 
 We thank you for revealing Jesus as your son 
 and claiming us through baptism 
 to be his glad disciples. 
 By your Spirit, 
 may peace descend upon us 
 that we may follow him with grateful hearts 
 for the good of  all creation. 

-Adapted from Book of  Common Worship (PCUSA) 

Passing of  the Peace* 
    The Lord be with you. 
  And also with you. 

Song* 
 What Child Is This?

WORD 
Old Testament Lesson                                    Isaiah 60:1-6 
Psalter            Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 (#816) 
Gospel Lesson*             Matthew 2:1-12 
 The Word of  the Lord 
  Thanks be to God 

Sermon                        Phil Hakanson 

RESPONSE 

Hymn* 
 The Lord Is My Light (#38 in Proclaiming the Story) 
                                                                                                
Life Together & 
Prayers of  the People   
Lord’s prayer (debts, debtors) 

Offering 

Doxology  
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Holy Communion 

SENDING  

Hymn* 
 We are marching in the light of  God, 
 we are marching in the light of  God. (2x) 

 We are marching, marching, we are marching, Oh! 
 We are marching in the light of  God (2x) 

Charge & Benediction 

*Stand, as you are able 


